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BIRMINGHAM, 1730. 


Plate 1. fig. 1. represents the house 
formerly at the Leasowes, near Hales- 
Owen, in which William Shenstone, 
esq. was born. A. D.17143 ‘this is from 
a drawing by the poet, in my possés- 
sion, taken in 1744, This house, by 
considerable additions and alterations, 
aided by the ingenuity and taste of 
Shenstone, was rendered a very re- 
spectable dwelling, and remained till 
1775, when it was entirely taken down, 
and an elecant modern house erected, 


Mr. Ursan, Shrew/fbury, June \. 
7H HE incloled is a drawing of the 
i Urn (fee Plate IL) ereéted by 
Mr. Shenflone, at the Leafowes, to 
the memory. of his frend Somerville 
he Poet sand as it hath heen admired 
for its elezant fimplicity, I fhall ‘be 
glad to fee itipreferved in your Maga- 
zine, as the-flone feems confiderably 
decayed, and’ in time a reprefentation 
on paper will be all that will remain. 
The infeription on the pedeftal as un- 
der: 
INGENIQ ET AMICITIAE 
GVIIELMI SOMBRVILLE, 
Gs S 
PQsviT. 
Debita fpargens lacryma favillam 
Vatis amici. 
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1044 Remarkabie Cafe of a Man who Swallowed a Crown Piece. {Dees 


Who trouble her with the unfledged 
Counfels of the canaille, the mob, the 
hoft of empiricks ; then, the more you 
do, truft me, vou will find the coy 
damfel more irritable; fhe likes not 
harth -difciptine ; therefore, you had 
better do nothing if you have not the 
prime minifter at your elbow. 

Thefe reflexions occurred to me to- 
day on hearing of the death of a per- 
fon who had narrowly efcaped it near 
30 years aco, by an accident as hingu- 
lar ‘as it is trve, and is probably well 
known to many learned gentlemen. I 
thinksit was in the year 1774 I had 
bufinefs in the county of Suffolk ; 
ftopped at aninnin the town of Lowe(- 
toffe, when I obferved, among other 
furaiture of the room, a frame holding 
a kind of enamelled crown-piece, of 
which the landlord and his wife gave 
me the following hiftory, which made 
a {trong impreffion on my mind, ha- 
ving feen fomething like it formerly. 

Some time ago, in a moment of hi- 
Jarity and frolick, Mr. Capon, the 
landlord, had in his mouth a crown- 
piece, which it appears he had the 
misfortune to fwallow, Every endéa» 
vour that could be thought of was, ufed 
to caufe him to diflodge it from his 
throat, where feemed to ftick. this 
oucce of filver. Finding every effort 
was to no purpofe, he was flatrered 
that the coin would find its way thro? 
the body. But, alas! all hopes were 
vain and’ fruicle(s. He contiaued ill 
for many months; his days fall of 


pain, and his nights without reft. His 


health failed him, his complexion 
turned livid, and his mind was de» 
jected. To fay the leaft, he had no- 
thing before him but death to end his 
mifery. The trouble he felt, if I mif- 
take not, was confined to the lower 
part of bis cheft, near the pit of, but 
not za, the ftomach; and, therefore, 
we may prefume to think that it had 
fluck in the @fophagus, or guilet, and 
that it was ftopped, by its broad diame- 
meter, from pafling through the cardia 
(as, I think, it is called by anato- 
mifts), the left or upper orifice of the 
fiomach. Strange to fay, though his 
food was fparing, and merely. fluid, 
yet he had by times inrervals of re- 
tarning health. For nearly two years, 
I think, more or lefs, he carried this 
corroding torment.within him, prey- 
ing on his mind as well as irritating 
his body; and the art of medicine had 


no other effect but to lower his fpirits, 
and reduce his frame. He, therefore, 
laid afide all medical regimen, as he 
found that, by cufttom and habit, his 
pains were become tefs acute, and bet-. 
ter to be endured. By which we 
are to infer, that his bodily ftrength 
increafed. And yet, when we confider 
the effeéts of the converfation of his 
friends, on his fingular cafe, the threwd 
wifdom of his cuftomers’ remarks in 
the parlour, and the minus doéi of the 
ftablesboys in the tap-room, our poor 
landiord had but a forry time of it. 
Under ali thefe difadvantages, one day 
he found himfelf more alert, and pro- 
bably indulged himfelf with more food. 
than he was wont ‘to,take; when, of a 
fudden, a deadly ficknlefs came over 
him, with reachings to fuch a degree 
that he fainted away, and was given 
over for death. .The mercies of God 
are over all his works; and what aps 
peared his diffolution proved the caufe 
of. his recovery; for the. effort forced 
him to difgorge bis daward: foe, who, 
to the joy of all that-faw it, lay van-~ 
quifhed on the floor as black as the 
inp of darknefs, ie: 

I need not fay that, with proper 
nurfing, le foon recovered his health, 
I had taken a copy of the writing an- 
nexed tothe frame holding the crown. 
piece, and alfo memoranda of the cale; 
which, though I lately faw it, I can- 
not now turn to, » His name was Scri# 
vener Capon, and of, I think, the 
Crown inn, Loweftoffe. He faid, he 
had formerly tived in the family of a 
gentleman near him, and appeared 
about the age of 35 of 40. He was 
a married man, and had a child or 
two, He is faid to have retired on a 
farm of his own, fome years, and has 
a daughter married to a gentleman at 
Bungay, in the fame county, and died 
two or three months ago at nearly the 
age of 70. 

This medical cafe thould meet the 
public eye in a better form, and with 
dates, which Iam not at prefent able 
to furnith. It may bave-been io print 
for any thing I know, but I never faw 
it, It has been faid, that this piece of 
money pafled through his body; but 
I do not think it could ; if fo, Iteis a 
more curious cafe till. . Through the 
medium of your much-valued Mapa» 
zine, I would thank fome gentieman 
near, who probably knows the faéts, 
to oblige Homa. 
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Mr, Ursan, Birmingham, Jan. 2. 
at appearance of Rachester 
Castle on entering the Bridge 
from Strood is so sterking, that “it 
cannot fail to artest the attention 
even of the most incurious traveller, 
The annexed sketch (Plate Ly) will 
convey a fait ifea of this interesting 
view; and, it Deing unnecessary to 
describe buildings which have been 
so frequently and so minutely de- 
scribed, I shall refer such of your 
readers as may wish for atconnts of 
the Castle and Bridge, to UWasted’s 
History of Kent, vol II. pelo Ars 
cheologia, vol. LY. p. 304, vol VE 
p. 296, thid. p. 381, vol. VE. pi. 395. 
Thorpe’s Téextus Rofferisis, &c. 
Yours, &c., Wiuriam Hanpen, 
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